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DSDHH Classes & Activities  

For more information about a class or event, including times or to register for an event or 
class, refer to our website www.deafservices.utah.gov , Facebook or call at 801-657-5200 
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Learning Experiences from the Legislative Sessions 
By Chelle Wyatt 

 
Every year DSDHH needs our help during the legislature session for various 
reasons.  In full support of the services here, I started tagging along a few years 
ago.  Intimidated at first, I was more observer than participant as this was 
definitely out of my comfort zone.  CART (real-time captioning) was set up and 
made available so I could understand the proceedings.  Seeing the spoken word 
that I cannot always hear made the experience more welcoming.  With CART 
available, there was no reason not to show in support of our cause and I have ever 
since. (ASL interpreters are also present.) 
 
Last year Loop Utah volunteers worked to get a bill passed requiring 
audiologists/hearing instrument specialists to talk about hearing aids that work 
with assistive listening systems before purchasing a new pair.  Though I still didn’t 
participate much, I learned how the system worked as I followed the bill through 
both houses.  The bill passed and in the process, I became comfortable getting 
around the capitol making it less intimidating. 
 
Every year there is a meet and greet for those with disabilities which allows us to 
talk to the legislators directly.  The first couple of years I remained the observer, 
feeling awkward but showing up anyway.  I watched how others approached 
legislators while I stood in the background taking mental notes.  Little by little, I 
saw the legislators were people also and easier to talk to than I imagined.  This 
year I felt confident enough to be able to talk to our legislators myself without 
hesitation and to my surprise I enjoyed the conversations. 
 
This year was my first year giving a comment during the social appropriations 
committee and it was not planned.   I almost froze up.  Normally I would have an 
outline prepared to be sure I hit all the right points for something like this.  In spite 
of the fear, I went up to state my opinion about the matter at hand.  A few people 
on the committee asked me questions so I think I did all right.  Being pushed out of 
my comfort zone once again showed me that I can do more than I think I can.   
 
  



If I can do this, so can you.  I had only basic knowledge of our government and 
never thought I’d ever do anything like this.  Every year I learn more from 
firsthand experience how our government works and I get to support hearing 
loss/Deaf causes within our state.  I’d like to encourage you to participate with 
DSDHH during the legislature secessions whenever possible.   
 
 

Tips 
• Attend the Advisory Council meetings starting in January to be kept up to 

date on the legislature to find out how you can support our center.  Anyone 
can attend these meetings to find out what’s going on in our community. 

• Sign up for the email blasts through DSDHH to keep up on current 
legislative needs.  If you aren’t local, you can write the legislators to let 
them know how you feel. 

• Anyone can request CART (captioning) or ASL interpreters.  Go to 
le.utah.gov, click calendar, find the session you want to attend and look for 
ADA accommodations.  Right now, Jackie Stanworth takes requests and her 
phone number is 801-538-1032. Her email is jstanworth@le.utah.gov.  
Please give her a 48 hour notice. 

• Show up even if only observing.  That counts as support.   
• If you want to be more vocal, sign up for a comment during the session.  

Find the agenda on le.utah.gov as above for ADA accommodations, look on 
the agenda itself to find out if comments are allowed and follow directions to 
put your name in.   

• For people like me, make an outline of talking points and take it with you.    
• Have blank paper and a pen handy.  You never know when you may want to 

write something down. 
• Marilyn is leading advocacy classes this year at the capitol. Look for 

possible opportunities next year. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Media Contact: 
Mary Rice  
Phone: (801) 557-2743 
Email: mrice@pennapowers.com  

 
For Immediate Release 
February 9, 2016  
 

Utah Launches Text-to-911 Service  
Reminds the Public to Call If You Can, Text if You Can’t   

 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah - Utah’s Emergency 9-1-1 committee announced today the launch of 
text-to-911 service in Bountiful along with Weber, Morgan and Salt Lake Counties. 
 
Text-to-911 service makes it possible for those in need of emergency assistance to send a text 
message to 9-1-1. This service will be especially helpful in cases when a caller cannot 
communicate verbally due to hearing or speech impairment, or in cases when a crime is in 
process, the caller is facing domestic abuse, the caller is injured and cannot speak, or in other 
scenarios where a voice call to 9-1-1 is not possible.   
 
 “It has taken a lot of teamwork and training to make the launch of text-to-911 service a 
success,” said John Morgan, Executive Director Valley Emergency Communications Center. 
“We are proud to offer this service and are eager to implement it throughout the state in the 
coming months.”   
 
With the launch of text-to-911 it is important to remind the public that you should always call if 
you can, text if you can’t. Calling 9-1-1 provides more thorough and efficient communication. 
Abusing 9-1-1 services, whether through text or call, is a serious offense and can result in a fine 
and potential jail time. You should only contact 9-1-1 to save a life, stop a crime or report a fire. 
For all other non-emergency situations, citizens should contact the local authorities or visit 
911.utah.gov for a list of resources and appropriate contacts.   
 
Utah is implementing text-to-9-1-1 service as part of a nationwide initiative by the 9-1-1 industry, 
wireless carriers and the FCC to make this service available to the public.  
 
“Implementing text-to-911 service is a big step for our public-safety answering points (PSAPs) 
as we strive to continue to offer our citizens the best emergency service possible,” said Morgan. 
“Utah remains on the cutting edge of technology for emergency services, and we are thankful to 
the wireless carriers and PSAPs for providing this service to our communities.”  
 

### 

mailto:mrice@pennapowers.com
http://911.utah.gov/


  
Need Help Doing Your Taxes?  
VITA Tax Preparation Offered  

FREE at the Sanderson Center!  

                          • When: Each Friday morning from 
February 5, 2016 to April 15, 2016. 
 

• Times: 8:30, 9:30 and 10:30 AM. 
Appointments are required. 

 
• Where: Sanderson Community Center for 

the Deaf and Hard of Hearing: 5709 S. 
1500 W., Taylorsville, UT 84123. 

 
• How: Make an appointment by 

contacting Jessica Callahan. 
       Email: jcallahan@utah.gov  
       Call: 801-657-5200 VP 
 
       Click below to watch the video! 
• http://deafservices.utah.gov/vita/ 

 

• The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program offers free tax help to people who 
generally make $54,000 or less, persons 
with disabilities, the elderly and limited 
English speaking taxpayers who need 
assistance in preparing their own tax 
returns. A trained certified volunteer tax 
preparer will help you!  

• Can’t make it to the Sanderson Center? Go 
to ww.irs.gov and enter “free tax prep” in 
the search box to learn more and find a VITA 
or TCE site near you. You can also find more 
resources and/or file online at: 

• http://www.unitedway.org/myfreetaxes/ 

 

Tax services will be provided using American Sign Language 
(ASL). Please request any other ADA accommodations needs 
when making your appointment.  

 

mailto:jcallahan@utah.gov
http://deafservices.utah.gov/vita/
http://deafservices.utah.gov/vita/
http://www.unitedway.org/myfreetaxes/


Free Legal 

Advice 

When:  (Every 2nd Wednesday of each month) 
 January 13, 2016 contact for appointment by January 11  
 February 10, 2016 contact for appointment by February 8   
  March 9, 2016 contact for appointment by March 7  

   

Where:  Sanderson Community Center of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, 
5709 South 1500 West, Taylorsville, UT  84123 
 

Time:  3:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
 

Appointment is required.  Please contact Laurie Bishop at  
801-657-5209 (vp) or email at lauriebishop@utah.gov.   

 
Any ADA accommodations need to be requested when making an appointment.   

 

Talk private with lawyers from the Utah 
Legal Services if you have concerns 
about: 
•Employment discrimination 

•Social Security issues 

•Food stamps 

•Medicaid/Medicare 

•Landlord/Tenant Issues 

•Discrimination 

•Divorce 

•Custody 

•And other issues 



 
Saturday  
March 5, 2016   
9am – 4pm 

 

Simple Spunk quilt 
Taught by Angela Telford 

Please register online!  Go to http://deafservices.utah.gov/registration   We will let you 
know what supplies to bring. 

*U*F*O* 
Un-Finished-Object – Bring 
any quilt or projects that are 
not completely finished.  
There will be a teacher 
available to help you finish. 

Sanderson Community Center 
5709 South 1500 West 

Taylorsville 

This class is taught in ASL.  Need any ADA accommodations, please request when you register. 

Bring your sewing machine and supplies.  
If you need borrow a sewing machine, 
please request at time of your 
registration.  First come, First Served. 

This class is rescheduled from 
February 2016 due to lack of 
registration.  Interpreters will be 
there for us. 

http://deafservices.utah.gov/registration


Circle of Friends is a recrea onal and social program developed for adults with mul ple disabili es and some degree 

of hearing loss.  The event is designed to promote skill development and/or independence in accordance with the  

mission and vision of DSDHH. 

Support activities are designed  
to create friendships, prevent isolation, 

promote independence to enhance  
the quality of life. 

 

Come join us! 

Circle of Friends 

Saturday  
March 5, 2016  

10am – 2pm 

This event will be presented in ASL.  
Please inform us of ADA accommoda on requests at me of registra on. 
 

Sanderson Community Center  
of the Deaf & Hard of Hearing  
5709 S. 1500 W., Taylorsville  

Deadline to sign up:  

March 2, 2016  

Sign up with Rosa Maria:   

(VP) 801-590-4888            
rosavball@gmail.com  

If any questions,  
contact Rosa Maria 

Movie 

Games 

Refreshments 

Learn  cookie decorating 



Division of Services to the Deaf  and Hard of Hearing 
Sanderson Community Center 
 

For more information, please contact  

Patricia Lowry at plowry@utah.gov 

Dates:   

Location:   Sanderson Community Center  

   5709 South 1500 West 
   Taylorsville 

What:  This is open to anyone who wishes to practice  
American Sign Language, learn more about  
Deaf Culture and how to converse using ASL  
in everyday conversations, games, & ABC stories. 

Wednesdays  
March  16th 
April  20th 
May 18th 

Time:  6:30pm - 8pm 

5709 South 1500 West 
Taylorsville, UT 84123 



 This event is designed to promote skill development and/or independence in accordance with the mission of DSDHH.  

It will be presented in ASL. Please inform us of ADA accommoda on requests at  me of registra on.  

Saturday 
March 19, 2016 

9 am - 12 pm 

Sanderson Community Center of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing  
presents 

Community and Family Support Ac vity 
Our programs and services are barrier‐free and designed to enhance the well‐being of Deaf and Hard of Hearing  
people. The Sanderson Center Community and Family events are opportuni es to engage the community with the 
purpose of learning about resources and services, sharing informa on and exploring communica on op ons that 
promote independence and reduce isola on of those who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing.  This event is open to Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing people, their families and the Utah community.   

RSVP by Friday, March 11, 2016 
www.deafservices.utah.gov/registra on 

  
For ques ons, contact Mary Beth Baierl  

at mbaierl@utah.gov  

Sanderson Community Center  
of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing  

5709 South 1500 West  
Taylorsville, UT 84123  

Prizes! Prizes! Prizes!  
Light refreshments will be provided. 
And many many more activities!! 



Thursday 
March 24, 2016  

7pm ‐ 9pm 

  The workshop is intended as an introduc on 

to the Deaf world and culture.  The presenter, Ben 

Jarashow, will focus on topics in the culture of Deaf 

people including studies of their beliefs, prac ces 

and language.  This workshop is ongoing every 

month with different topics.   

  The topic “The Joy of ASL Literature” will 

cover the cultural and social constraints and  

func ons of literature.  

This event is designed to promote skill development and/or independence in accordance with the mission of DSDHH.   

Presented  in ASL.  Voice  interpreters will be provided.   

Please inform  us  of  ADA accommodation requests one week   in advance. 

Sanderson Community Center 
of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing  

5709 S 1500 W  
Taylorsville, UT 84123 

“The Joy of ASL Literature”   

Please register by 
Thursday, March 17, 2016 

 
Register online:  

www.deafservices.utah.gov/registration 

For more information, 
contact Mary Beth Baierl at mbaierl@utah.gov 

UTRID is an Approved RID CMP Sponsor for Con nuing 

Educa on Ac vi es. This professional studies program 

is offered for 0.2 RID CEUs  & 2.0 Utah CEHs 



Deaf/HH Member Needed 

Utah Interpreter Program  

Interpreter Certification Board  
 

USOR/ Division of Services to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DSDHH)/ Utah Interpreter 
Program (UIP) had a member resign and are looking to fill the remainder of the term that will 
expire in January 2017. The term is an Interpreter Certification Board seat for a consumer of 
interpreting services (Deaf/Hard of Hearing).  

UIP is responsible for conducting the interpreter for the Deaf quality assurance evaluation and 
development of the interpreter certification process. The Interpreter Certification Board (ICB) is 
comprised of consumers and interpreters for the purpose of ensuring fair and effective quality 
ASL interpretation services. The ICB advises UIP, DSDHH, and the Utah State Board of Ed.  

Meetings are held quarterly, the first Wednesday of each month (January, April, July, October) 
at the Sanderson Community Center of the Deaf & Hard of Hearing in Taylorsville, from 3:00-
5:00pm.  

Contact for questions: Mitchell F Jensen, UIP Director of Certification, 
801.263.4875, mfjensen@utah.gov  

If you are interested in serving on this organization, please submit a brief (1 
page limit) bio or resume with contact information to Lorraine Austin at 
lorraine.austin@schools.utah.gov  

mailto:mfjensen@utah.gov
mailto:lorraine.austin@schools.utah.gov


The 2016 Deaf Interpreter 
Seminar Series 

Free! 
 

Sponsored by the Utah Interpreter Program 
 

Register Here 

Click here for more details 

Location: Sanderson Community Center 5709 S. 1500 W. Taylorsville, UT 84123 
 

Time: Fridays 6:00-9:00pm Saturdays 9:00am-5:00pm 
 

Attending all workshops will satisfy the 40 hour training requirement for taking the RID CDI Test 
 

Questions or ADA accommodations contact jstorrer@utah.gov 

February 12-13 
(register by Feb 5) 

Deaf Interpreting: An Introduction 
Trenton Marsh & Stephanie Belshe 

 

 

April 29-30 
(register by April 22) 

 

 

 

The Interpreting Profession: An Introduction 
Jennifer Storrer & Clay Anderson 

 

 

 

June 24-25 
(register by June 17) 

 

 

 

The Code of Professional Conduct & Ethics 
Dawn Duran & Paul DeGraw 

 

August 26-27 
(register by Aug 19) 

Cognitive Processing in ASL 
Michelle Draper & Stephanie Belshe 

 

    

 

COMPLETED 

http://goo.gl/forms/62rdGojnmC
https://sites.google.com/site/deafinterpreterseminarseries/
mailto:jstorrer@utah.gov


 
 

Join us for a 6 week 
educational class 

about how to  
live well with  

your hearing loss.  

 
 

Topics covered: 
 Understand your hearing loss 
 Make changes in 

communication 
 Reduce communication 

breakdowns 
 Learn coping strategies  
 Learn about assistive listening 

devices available 
 Improve relationships 

 
Spouses and friends are encouraged 

to attend. 

 
Wednesdays 10am-11:30 

March 9, 16, 23, 30 
April 6, 13 

 
Location: 

Draper Senior Center 
1184 Pioneer Road 
Draper, UT 84020 

 
Contact:  

Karen Smith 
for more information 

385-468-3323 
KMSmith@ slco.org 

Living With Hearing Loss 

Assistive Listening Devices available to help you understand in class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the 
world.  
~Nelson Mandela 



Education is the 
most powerful 

weapon which you 
can use to change 

the world.  
~Nelson Mandela 

 
Topics covered: 

 Understand your hearing loss 
 Make changes in 

communication 
 Reduce communication 

breakdowns 
 Learn coping strategies  
 Learn about assistive listening 

devices available 
 Improve relationships 

Monday’s starting  
March 7 ending April 18 

from 10am-11:30. 
 

Location: 
Kearns Senior Center 
4851 West 4715 South 

Kearns, UT  84118 
 

Contact:  
Lisa Schofield 385-468-3098 

Living With Hearing Loss 

Join us for a 6 week 
educational class about 
how to live with your 

hearing loss.  

Assistive Listening Devices 
available if requested in advance. 

Chelle Wyatt, Hard of 
Hearing Assistant for 
the Utah Division of 
Services to the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing 
will teach the class. 

Spouses and friends are 
encouraged to attend. 
 



In Beginning CASE, you will learn how to sign basic ASL 
alphabets, numbers, and basic everyday 1,000 conversation 
words.  Games and homework will be included. 

 
Where:  Sanderson Community Center 

5709 South 1500 West, Taylorsville 
 
 

Registration is required!  Go to our website http://deafservices.utah.gov/registration  
 

 1,000 Signs of Life book is required for the first day of class.  You can purchase the book from the 
teacher. 

 
 

Learn Sign 
Language and 

Build Your 
Brain Power  

New way to communicate 

 Beginning CASE [Conceptually Accurate Signed English] 
 

 Tuesday March 15 to May 3, 2016 
 

from 6pm - 8pm 

Class will be taught in spoken English and basic CASE/ASL.  If ADA accommodations are needed, 
please let us know when you register. 

People who are Hard of Hearing & Late Deafened and their Families, Co-Workers, Friends, 
and People who are losing their hearing 

http://deafservices.utah.gov/registration
http://deafservices.utah.gov/registration


St. Patrick's Day Celebration 

Lion Blvd, Springdale, Utah 

Zion National Park 

Meet at Southern Utah Deaf/HH Center at 12 PM, Departs at 12:30 

PM.  pick up/drop off in Hurricane upon request (rsvp).  

Returns to Southern Utah Deaf/HH Center 5 PM.  

 

Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made to ensure 

access to academic programs, services, and employment in accordance with Sec-

tion 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 

First 14 People Who RSVP BY March 14th  will have 

a ride. 

Rsvp: Millie mhigginson@utah.gov  

    (435) 216-9305 

 

March 19th 2016 

2:00 St. Patrick's Day Parade  
Award Winning Utah Pipe Band  

Highland Dancers  

Drummers 

Pipers  

  

After the Parade at the Bit and Spur: 
Green Jell-O Sculpture Contest 

Bounce House for the kids 

Jell-O eating contest 

Great Food, Beer and Wine Garden for the  

adults. 

 



Create  Your  Own  Egg! 

Hosted by Bonnie Christensen. Fun and easy to 

craft something beautiful and special. Please bring  

hot glue gun and glue sticks if  you have them. Options 

to bring:  Buttons, fabric, tissues papers, yarns, or rib-

bons.  Fake eggs will be provided.  

A
S

L
 C

R
A

F
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O

C
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Time: 10 AM –1PM 

Southern Utah Deaf & Hard of Hearing Program 

1067 East Tabernacle #10 

St. George Utah 84770 

435-216-9305 vp 

mhigginson@utah.gov  

This information, presentation, class or other activity is provided at the Southern Utah Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program (SUDHHP) for interested individu-

als.  SUDHHP staff encourages participants and individuals to consider all options and experiences and does not endorse nor recommend this specific infor-

mation, presentation, activity or any individual class, product or service.   

Date: 3/16/2016 
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Saturday, March 26, 2016
10 AM - Noon

Southern Utah Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program

s

Diego Acosta and Colby Blackman will be presenters for this workshop.

1067 E Tabernacle, Suite 10 St. George UT 84770

mhigginson@utah.gov (435) 216-9305
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